NICETIES OF TASTE

We have been brought up to cherish the belief that of all
the creatures that walk, swim, crawl, or fly, Man is the
one with the most perfect sense of taste....

In short, what is there left to desire in a facility capable
of such perfection that the epicures of Rome could dis-
tinguish by its -taste the fish caught between the bridges
from that caught lower down? And have not our own
days seen the discovery of that special flavour of the leg
on which the partridge roosts ? And have we not around
us epicures who can indicate the latitude under which a
wine has matured as surely as a pupil of Biot or Arago
can predict an eclipse ?

Game, too, owes a great part of its value to the nature of
its native soil. The taste of a Perigord partridge is not the
same as that of a partridge from Sologne; and while a hare
killed on the plains about Paris is a merely insignificant
dish, a leveret born on the sun-scorched hills of Valromey
or High Dauphine is perhaps the most deliriously per-
fumed of all quadrupeds.

BKILLAT-SAVARIN (from Physiologie du Gout}

HOW TO EAT SMALL BIRDS
Few people know how to eat small birds. Here is the
method as it was imparted to me in confidence by Canon
Charcot, epicure by profession and., thirty years before the
name became known, the perfect gastronome,
Take a properly plump little bird by the beak, sprinkle
it with a little salt, remove the gizzard, thrust it neatly
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